


North Powder Special City Council Meeting
Minutes
September 9, 2025
City Hall (340 E Street)
6PM 

Call to Order/Pledge of Allegiance: Mayor John Frieboes called the meeting to order 6PM.   The pledge of allegiance was said.  
Roll Call: Don McClure, Alan Brown, Tonya Dias, John Frieboes, Emily Hart, Midge Clause, Josh Guthrie, Lindsey Thompson. 
Public Comment:
Kurt Wiskoff, on behalf of the Historical Society, spoke about the renovation of the old library building. He requested that a committee be formed with the City Council to discuss potential grants and funding opportunities for restoration of the building. It was noted that Councilor McClure and Councilor Guthrie had previously attended a meeting with the Historical Society, but that attendance did not constitute official council approval. Councilor Clause asked about the time frame of the proposed project.
Mendi Nelson addressed the council regarding ongoing issues with a neighbor’s property. She explained that on August 11, 2025, she was attacked and had previously reported concerns about dogs across the street that frequently get loose, attack other animals, and defecate throughout the area. She stated that the dogs have been aggressive toward the horses living on the property and that the horses often escape their enclosure. According to Nelson, the owner appears unable to properly care for the animals. She reported that on September 6, 2025, at approximately 11:44 p.m., her neighbor Rick Lawyer’s dog entered her yard and killed her pet chicken. Nelson stated that the neighbors are breeding dogs and are currently on their third litter. She shared that she now feels unsafe walking down the street and carries a lead pipe for protection. Nelson noted that she has been in regular contact with animal control and would also like to make a formal complaint about the increasing number of junk vehicles accumulating on the property.
Amend/Accept Agenda:  Councilor Clause made a motion to approve the agenda with the following changes: move CIS, add Main Street to Old Business, and add Employee Appreciation to New Business. Councilor Thompson seconded the motion. All other Councilors voted in favor. The motion carried.
Amend/Accept Minutes: Councilor Dias made a motion to approve the minutes as presented. Councilor Brown seconded the motion. All other Councilors voted in favor, and Councilor Guthrie abstained from voting. The motion carried.
Accounts Payable: Councilor Clause made a motion to approve payment of the bills. Councilor Brown seconded the motion. All other Councilors voted in favor. The motion carried.
CIS Insurance: Annie Waters of CIS Insurance addressed the council regarding the old library building. She reported that photographs taken during her site visit show significant structural deterioration. As a result, CIS will no longer provide property coverage for the building and will only offer liability coverage. Waters emphasized that the building poses a substantial liability to the City. She also noted that CIS is willing to add an endorsement for debris removal, up to $100,000, in the event of a loss.
Waters further explained that CIS will cover physical damage to equipment if the damage occurs during the scope of work being performed; however, mechanical failures or breakdowns are not covered. She advised that the City must complete an incident report detailing the who, what, where, and why of any event or damage, as this documentation is required for CIS to review and process any related claims or coverage inquiries.

Library Report: Library staff presented three quotes to the council for the purchase of bookshelves for the new library, with the lowest quote totaling $10,621.00. They explained that the purchase would be funded through a grant that was previously awarded. Councilor Thompson made a motion to approve the purchase of the bookshelves, and Councilor Clause seconded the motion. All other Councilors voted in favor, and the motion carried.
The topic of hiring a Library Assistant was brought before the council. Councilor Guthrie questioned the need for the position, noting that the Library Director currently works 12 hours per week and is limited due to PERS restrictions and budget constraints. It was agreed that Mike Schoeningh, Councilor Brown, and Library Liaison Councilor Thompson will meet for a work session to discuss and develop a job description for the Library Assistant position.
		
Public Works Report: 
Anderson Perry agreed to assist the City with the 2024 Bio Solids Report for DEQ as part of a corrective action requirement. The firm will charge $500.00 to prepare the report. A new work order and agreement were signed to authorize Anderson Perry to complete the report. Councilor Dias made a motion to approve Anderson Perry completing the report, and Councilor Guthrie seconded the motion. All other Councilors voted in favor, and the motion carried.
The backhoe transmission has failed, and the equipment is currently at the repair shop. The council discussed how to proceed, as the quote for repair is $22,000.00. The estimate includes maintenance and installation of a remanufactured transmission. A motion was made to move forward with the repair of the backhoe. Councilor Thompson seconded the motion. All other Councilors voted in favor, and the motion carried.

Recorder Report: The City Recorder job announcement and job description were presented to the council. It was decided that the posting will remain open for two weeks and will be advertised on the City’s website, Work Source Oregon, and Indeed. The interview committee will include Emily Hart, Alan Brown, and Tonya Dias. Councilor Brown made a motion to approve posting the job, and Councilor Dias seconded the motion. All other Councilors voted in favor, and the motion carried.
Mayor’s Report: The Mayor noted that it has been a busy period working on library-related matters. The Mayor also reported that the Fire Marshal conducted a walkthrough at 600 Center Street to inspect the tires located on the property.
New Business:
The Compost Chick: It was noted that Elizabeth Turner, also known as “The Compost Chick,” is in compliance with all city ordinances and regulations regarding her composting business.
Danyell Nesser: property owner requested council approval to rebuild a six-foot fence along the existing fence line on 5th Street, which is technically city property. They also proposed moving the fence inward along A Street. It was explained that the property is unique in layout, and what would typically be considered a side yard functions as their backyard. The property owner requested the six-foot fence for safety and privacy reasons. Councilor Thompson made a motion to approve the six-foot fence along 5th Street and to allow the fence to be moved inward on A Street, provided that all clear vision area requirements outlined in the city ordinance are met. All other Councilors voted in favor, and the motion carried.
Employee Appreciation: Councilor Dias made a motion to give Emily Hart a $1,000.00 bonus and a certificate of appreciation in recognition of her hard work and dedication, particularly for her efforts in assisting with DEQ compliance and reporting. Councilor Clause seconded the motion. All other Councilors voted in favor, and the motion carried.
Old Business: 
Main Street: Councilor Thompson expressed interest in having the City of North Powder join the Oregon Main Street Program under the Connected Communities tier. Councilor Dias made a motion to proceed with participation, and Councilor McClure seconded the motion. All other Councilors voted in favor, and the motion carried.	
Council Comments:  
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The City of North Powder is an AA/EEO Employer, in compliance with Section 504 of the Rehab. Act of 1973 and is an Equal Opportunity Provider.   


