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Mayor’s Message

General Election Cont.

I would like to take this opportunity to
address some incorrect statements
floating through the rumor mill regarding the City Council decision to award
a bid for the Heating and Air Conditioning installation at the new City
Hall.
During the August Council meeting the
City Council voted to put the project
out for bid. It was noted that Councilor
Jeff Grende intended to bid on the project. According to the Oregon Ethics
Commission that is allowable as long
as it is made known at a public meeting
and Mr. Grende abstains from all decisions regarding the project, which he
did.
The City advertised for bids, both
through local postings and in the Observer newspaper. We received 2
sealed bids. These were opened and
analyzed at a special Council meeting
on August 25th.

The City Council has also filed for a Ballot Measure to be included on the November ballot. The Measure asks the question:
“Shall North Powder prohibit psilocybin
related businesses in the City of North
Powder?”
In November 2020, Oregon voters approved Measure 109 which allows the
operation of manufacturing, distribution,
and possession of psilocybin at supervised, licensed facilities. ORS 475A.235
provides that the Oregon Health Authority
shall license and regulate the sale of psilocybin products and services within the
State. The State may impose a 15% tax on
the sale of psilocybin products but a municipality cannot impose any tax.
ORS 475A.718 gives cities and counties
the authority to adopt an ordinance to be
referred to the voters, to prohibit the establishment of any of those registered or licensed activities within their jurisdictions.
A “yes” vote on Measure # prohibits psilocybin related businesses from operating
in the City of North Powder. This would
be a permanent ban until “when or if” the
ordinance is repealed.
A “no” vote allows psilocybin related
businesses to operate inside the city limits
of North Powder under the direction of the
Oregon Health Authority. In this case, the
City would have very little, if any, control
of psilocybin related businesses.
Other ballot items will include a measure
for a County-wide ban on psilocybinrelated businesses, several statewide
measures, US Representative, US Senator,
Governor and State Representative.

Thanks to everyone for your patience
as we moved into the new City Hall
office. If you haven’t been in yet, be
sure to stop by. We would be happy to
give you a tour!

2022 General Election
For the first time in many years, the
battle for North Powder City Council
will have a contested race for every
open council seat.
John Frieboes, the incumbent, and Jeff
Nielsen have filed to run for the position of Mayor. Council Position #2
will be vacated by Joyce Lawyer. Cody Anderson and Barbara Weeks have
filed for that position. Jeff Grende, the
incumbent, and Mike Wisdom have
filed for Council Position #3. And Bo
Hansen and Lindsey Thompson have
filed for Council Position #5, which is
currently held by Mike Morse.
Because the County doesn’t have a
voter’s pamphlet, the County Clerk has
added a section to the Union County
webpage for local candidate information. For those who submitted
them, you can find the candidate statements by logging onto the County
website, www.union-county.org and
clicking on “elections” under County
Clerk.

New Fences
The City has been getting a lot of utility
locate calls for citizens wanting to build
new fences.
Fences must be built on private property,
not on City rights-of-way. If a survey is
needed to determine where the property
line is, it is the responsibility of the property owner to get a survey. You can ask
the City for help and we will do our best
to help you find a survey pin where they
are available, but we are NOT surveyors
and can’t tell you exactly where your
property line is located.
“Sometimes it takes only one act of kindness
and caring to change a person’s life.”
-Jackie Chan

Calendar of Events
 Sept 1- Library Board Meeting
6PM Library
 Sept 5- Labor Day
City Hall and Library CLOSED
 Sept 6- 1st Day of School
Grange Meeting
6:30PM Wolf Creek Grange
 Sept 7- Public Hearing
6PM City Hall
City Council Meeting
7PM City Hall
 Sept 16- Food Bank
2PM to 5PM Methodist Church
 Sept 27- School Board Meeting
7PM

The September City Council
meeting will be Wednesday,
September 7, 2022 at 7PM at
City Hall (340 E Street).
Public Hearing/ City Council Meeting
Sept. 7 2022
6PM/7PM City Hall
6PM Public Hearing
- Conditional Use Permit Application
7PM City Council Meeting
Welcome/Pledge of Allegiance
Public Comment (allow 4 minutes each)
Amend/Accept Agenda
Amend/Accept Minutes
Accounts Payable
Library Report
Huckleberry Festival Report
Public Works Report
Ordinance Enforcement -

City Recorder Report
Mayor’s Message
New Business-

Old Business- SCA Project Updates
- City Hall/Library
- Wastewater Project Update
- Council Comments
*Additions and/or Changes may be made to the agenda.
If special accommodations are needed, please notify
City Hall at 541-898-2185 by noon on Friday prior to
meeting.
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Library News

Water/Sewer Rates

What a summer! Our 2022 Summer
Reading Program, “Read Beyond a Beaten Path” has wrapped up. The young
readers read so much and earned so
many prizes! Congratulations to all who
participated and to those who placed as
top readers. Thank You to all of you
parents and volunteers that helped make
it a fun time. We can’t wait to do it
again next year.
We had so much fun during the Huckleberry Festival! Although it was a hot
one this year, many books went to good
homes from our book sale and the raffle
items brought in a lot of support from the
community. We were able to exceed
our fundraising goal that will go towards
the new library building project. Thank
you to the wonderful volunteers who
helped get everything picked up and put
away. Your help was greatly appreciated.
The Library Board is looking for more
volunteers. If you, or someone you
know, has any interest in your local library, we have lots of things we could
use your help with. If you have questions, please contact Maggie during business hours or send us an email at
npcitylibrary1@gmail.com.
The Library will be CLOSED on Monday, September 5th in observance of
Labor Day.
The next Library Board Meeting will be
Thursday, September 1, 2022 at 6PM at
the Library.

The August billing reflects the new water
& sewer rate increase. However, because
the increase did not take effect until August 5th, the period between July 26th
(when meters were last read) and August
5th, is being billed at the old rate. The
remaining 21 days will be billed at the new
rates. The September billing will be the
first month that the new rates will billed in
full.

Library HoursMonday 12 Noon to 6PM
Friday 9AM to 3PM
Saturday 10AM to 2PM
Phone 541-898-2175
Email: npcitylibrary1@gmail.com

School Starts Tuesday,
September 6th.
If you are experiencing problems with your water
or sewer, please contact City Hall.
City Hall Phone: 541-898-2185
(8:30AM-12:30PM)
Public Works: 541-786-4600
(7:00AM-3:30PM)
After Hours Emergency: 541-786-4600
Mayor: 541-975-0422
*Please call during business hours if at all
possible as a fee will be charged for after hours calls.

Public Hearing
The City Council will hold a Public Hearing on Wednesday, September 7, 2022 at
6PM at City Hall (340 E Street) to consider
a Conditional Use Permit Application from
Nicholas Schwartz and Mark Jackson,
The application is to operate an “AirBNB”
at 200 E Street, North Powder.
Copies of the application and the ordinance
pertaining to the request are available to
review (or purchase) at City Hall, during
office hours- Monday thru Thursday from
8:30PM to 12:30PM.
Anyone wishing to comment on the application, either in support of or in opposition
to the use, may do so at the Public Hearing
or by submitting written comments to City
Hall no later than 12:30PM on Tuesday,
September 6th.
Comments must be specific to the application. Comments received over the phone
or in conversation will not be considered as
a basis for appeal.

2023 SCA Grant
The City is applying for another ODOT
Special City Allotment (SCA) Grant. The
SCA grant is available to Oregon cities
with a population of 5000 or less to help
with street repairs and reconstruction.
The City plans to submit an application to
pave1st Street and have E Street between
1st & 2nd Streets repaved.
The City can apply for up to $250,000.
1st Street is the only street in North Powder that is not paved. Its in the Industrial
Zone, so with the exception of 2nd and E
Streets, it is the only other street where
truck traffic is outright permitted.
If the City should be awarded the grant,
construction will take place sometime between June 2023 and December 2024.
“Life is like riding a bicycle. To keep
your balance, you must keep moving.”
-Albert Einstein

“The beautiful thing about learning is that
nobody can take it a way from you.”
- B.B. King

Fire Season
Don’t forget that the open burn ban is still
in effect. The ban is effective from July
1st to October 1st unless otherwise posted.
This is the time of year when that could
change at a moments notice. Burn bans
will be posted at City Hall, the Post Office
and on the City website
(www.northpowderorgon.org).
During fire season, burning may be done in
approved burn barrels ONLY between
6AM and 10AM and do not burn on windy
days.
The North Powder Women’s Pinochle Club is
looking for new players. The club meets
every other Tuesday at noon for a potluck
and cards at the new Fire Station.
Contact Cecilia at 541-963-4291 after 5PM
for more information.

Church Services:
Cornerstone Baptist ChurchSundays 10AM & 11AM and 5PM
Wednesdays 6PM
St. Anthony’s Catholic ChurchSunday Mass– 11:30AM
United Methodist ChurchSundays 10AM

“Lunch Bunch” Fridays Noon to 12:30PM at the Wolf
Creek Grange. $3 per meal. Open to the
public.
City Council Members-

#1 Vicki Townsend
#4 Justin Wright
#2 Joyce Lawyer
#5 Mike Morse
#3 Jeff Grende
#6 Logan McCrae
Mayor John Frieboes
City Hall Office Hours
8:30AM to 12:30 PM
Monday thru Thursday
Phone 541-898-2185
Fax 541-898-2647
www.northpowderoregon.org
Closed Holidays
North Powder is an Equal Opportunity Provider

